CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



The following is a complete list of claims. The claims below replace all prior 
versions of the claims in the application. Please cancel claims 1 , 9, 17, 20, 23, 26, 34, 
36, 47, 49, 53-58, 60-62 and 73. Please amend claims 2 -8, 10-16, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 24, 25, 27 - 33, 35, 38 - 46, 48, 50 - 52, 59, 63 - 72, 74 and 75. Please add new 
claims 76 - 90. 

1. Canceled 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, 4i-further comprising^ in response to 
the determination that the user does not qualify to receive the media content, 
offering atoe-media subscription level to the user that includes the requested 
media content, if the us e r do e s not qua l ify to rec e iv e th e m e dia s e l e ct i on. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6^4r-wherein sending the media 
content includes sending the media content t h e m e dia s ele ction i s d eli v e r e d to 
th e c lie nt syst e m via the Internet. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein, in response to the 
determination that the user does gualify to receive the media content, initiating 
playback of the media content by the media player. 1, furth e r compr i sing 
maintain i ng a m e d i a play e r for th e us e r for v ie w i ng th e m e d i a s e l e ction. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein allowing the user to access 
the feature of the media player includes 4, furth e r comprising modifying the 
media player ^ accord i ng to th e subscript i on le v el . 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering media content, the method 
comprising: 

maintaining a record comprising information about a user and a media 
subscription level obtained by the user; 

receiving from the user a reguest for media content; 



determining whether or not the user qualifies to receive the media content; 

in response to the determination that the user does qualify to receive the 
media content, sending the media content to a device of the user that 
includes a media player to play the media content; 

The m e thod of cla i m 4. furth e r determining whether or not the user gualifies 
to access a feature of the media player that enhances the playback of the 
media content; and 

in response to the determination that the user does gualifv to access the 
feature, allowing the user to access the feature control li ng access by th o 
us e r to f e atur e s of the media player, according to th e m e dia subscription 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the reguested media 
content is included in a group of media content available under the user's media 
subscription level. 1, furth e r comprising e nab l ing th e us e r to s e l e ct on e or mor e 
m e d i a off e r i ngs includ e d in th e subscript i on le v el . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ejMurther comprising: 

receiving from the user a reguest to change the availability of media content 
under the user's media subscription level; 

determining whether or not the user's media subscription level covers the 
reguested change in availability; and 

in response to the determination that the subscription level does cover the 
change in availability, changing the availability of the media content under 
the user's media subscription level, e nab li ng th e us e r to alt e r th e on e or 
mor e m e d i a off e rings includ e d in th o subscr i pt i on l e v el . 

9. Canceled 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, Qr-wherein, in response 
to the determination that the user does not gualifv to receive the media content, 
the control module is further configured to offer atbe-media subscription level to 
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the user that includes the requested media content, i f th e us e r do e s not qua li fy to 
r e c ei v e th e media sel e ction. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, Q r-wherein the control 
module is further configured to send detivef-the media content s ele ct i on to th e 
c lie nt syst e m via the Internet. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, Q r -wherein the control 
module is configured to modify the media player to allow the user to access the 
feature of the media player, further compr i s i ng a m e d i a p l ay e r modul e conf i gur e d 
to e nabl e th e us e r to vi e w th e m e d i a s el ect i on. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, 4^-wherein the control 
module, in response to the determination that the user does gualify to receive the 
media content, initiates playback of the media content by the media player. 
modu le i s furth e r conf i gur e d to pres e nt th e m e d i a s el ect i on accord i ng to th e 
subscr i ption lev el . 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer system for delivering media content, the 
computer system comprising: 

a database module configured to store a record comprising information about 
a user and a media subscription level obtained by the user; 

a communication module configured to receive from a user a reguest for 
media content; and 

a control module configured to: 

determine whether or not the user gualifies to receive the reguested 
media content according to the media subscription level, and, in 
response to the determination that the user does gualify to receive 
the media content, send the media content to a device of the user 
that includes a media player to play the media content, and 

determine whether or not the user gualifies to access a feature of the 
media player that enhances the playback of the media content, and 
in response to the determination that the user does gualify to 
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access the feature, allow the user to Th e comput e r syst e m of claim 
12, wh e r ei n tho m o d i a p l ayer modu le is furth e r conf i gur e d to control 
access by th e us e r to the feature_s-of the media player, according 
to tho mod i a subscription l ev el . 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, Qr-wherein the requested 
media content is included in a group of media content available under the user's 
media subscription level, th e control modu le i s furth e r configur e d to e nab le th e 
user to s ele ct on e or mor e m e d i a off e r i ngs inc l ud e d in the subscr i pt i on l ov ol . 

16. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 14, 45r-wherein: 

The communication module is further configured to receive from the user a 
reguest to change the availability of media content under the user's media 
subscription level, and 

the control module is further configured to: 

determine whether or not the user's media subscription level covers 
the reguested change in availability, and 

in response to the determination that the subscription level does cover 
the change in availability, change the availability of the media 
content under the user's media subscription level, e nab le th e us e r 
to s e l e ct ono or moro m e dia off e r i ngs i nc l ud e d i n th e subscr i ption 

17. Canceled 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The medium mothod of claim 22, 47r- wherein, in response 
to the determination that the user does not gualifv to receive the media content, 
the program further causes the computer to furth e r comprising offer a mg-the 
media subscription level to the user that includes the reguested media content if 
th e us e r do e s not qua li fy to r e c ei ve th e m e d i a s ele ction. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The medium method of claim 22, 4^-wherein, the program 
further causes the computer to send the media selection is d e liv e r e d to th e c l i e nt 
syst e m via the Internet. 
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20. Canceled 

21 . (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 22, 2Qr -wherein, the program 
causes the computer to modify the media player to allow the user to access the 
feature of the media player, furth e r compris i ng mod i fy i ng th e m e d i a plaver. 
accord i ng to th e subscr i pt i on l e v el . 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a program 
that, when executed by a computer, causes the computer to: 

store a record comprising information about a user and a media subscription 
level obtained by the user; 

determine whether or not the user gualifies to receive media content that the 
user has reguested from the computer; 

in response to the determination that the user does gualifv to receive the 
media content, send the media content to a device of the user that 
includes a media plaver to play the media content; 

determine whether or not the user gualifies to access a feature of the media 
plaver that enhances the playback of the media content; and 

in response to the determination that the user does gualifv to access the 
feature, allow the user to Th e m e thod of c l a i m 20, further compr i s i ng 
contro ll ing access fey-the us e r to feature_s-of the media player, , accord i ng 
to the m e d i a subscript i on l e v el . 

23. Canceled 

24. (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 22, 2^ -wherein the program 
further causes the computer to; 

determine whether or not a user's media subscription level covers a user's 
reguested change in media content available under the user's media 
subscription level, and 

in response to the determination that the subscription level does cover the 
change in availability, change the availability of the media content under 

6 



the user's media subscription level, compr i s i ng e nal i ng th e us e r to a l t e r 
th e on e or moro m o d i a offerings includ e d i n th e subscript i on l o v ol . 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer system for receiving media content contro l ling 
acc e ss to a se le ct e d f e atur e of a softwar e appl i cat i on on a cl ie nt comput e r , the 
computer system comprising: 

a control module configured to: 

reguest media content from a provider: 

receive the media content from the provider, provided that the 
reception of the content is included in a media subscription level 
obtained from the provider: and 

receive access to a feature of a media player that enhances the 
playback of the media content, provided that access to the feature 
is included in the media subscription level. 

l aunch the softwar e appl i cat i on with a subs e t of ava il abl e f e atur e s e nabl e d, 
wh e r ei n the subs e t do e s not include th e s el ect e d f e atur e ; and 

an int e rfac e modul e configur e d to prompt a us e r to s i gn i n to a s e rv e r that can 
b e coup le d to th e c l i e nt comput e r via a n e twork, and e nabl i ng th e s ele cted 
f e ature i n r e sponse to a succossful sign in. 

26. Canceled 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the control 
module is configured to receive the media content via t h o network is the Internet. 

28 (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the control 

module is configured to the-sign in to a sever of the provider to reguest the media 
content from the provider, a l so contro l s th e us e r's acc e ss to m e d i a cont e nt that 
i s s e l e ctiv el y prov i d e d to th e c lie nt comput e r on a subscription basis. 

29. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the s el ect e d 
feature includes i s-a graphic equalizer. 
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30. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the s el ect e d 
feature includes is-a screen selection mode that permits a user to vary a screen 
size for a multimedia presentation. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the selected 
feature does one of the following: reduces the number of advertisements 
included in the media content or omits the advertisements, is an abs e nce of or 
r e duct i on i n advertisements. 

32. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the control 
module is configured to: . 

sign in to a sever of the provider to reguest the media content from the 
provider, and 

th e control modul e i s furth e r conf i gur e d to r e c ei v e an i ndication that th e us e r 
has sign e d off from the romot o s e rv e r, and to disable access to the 
s ele ct e d f eature while not signed in to the provider's server, i n r e sponse to 
th e sign off. 

33. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 25, wherein the control 
module is configured to receive the-access to the software feature i s controlled 
each time the media content is received, softwar e application is launch e d. 

34. Canceled 

35. (Currently Amended) A method-of for receiving media content, contro ll ing acc e ss 
to a s ele ct e d f e ature of a softwar e app l icat i on on a cl ie nt computer, the method 
comprising: 

reguesting media content from a provider; 

receiving the media content from the provider, provided that the reception of 
the content is included in a media subscription level obtained from the 
provider: and 
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receiving access to a feature of a media player that enhances the playback of 
the media content, provided that access to the feature is included in the 
media subscription level. 

l aunch i ng th e softwar e application with a subs e t of avai l abl e f e atur e s 
e nab le d, wh e r ei n th e subs e t does not include the s ol oct o d f o atur o ; 

prompt i ng a user to s i gn in to a s e rv e r that i s coupl e d to tho c li ent computer 
v i a a n e twork; and 

e nab l ing th e s e l e ct e d foaturo in response to a succ e ssfu l s i gn in. 

36. Canceled 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein receiving the media 
content includes receiving the content via th e n e twork compr i s e s the Internet. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein reguesting the media 
content from the provider includes signing in to a server of the provider, th e sign 
i n also contro l s the user's acc o ss to m e dia cont e nt that is se l octiv el y provid e d to 
th e cl ie nt comput e r on a subscript i on basis. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, SSr-wherein access to the s ele ct e d 
feature is included in the media subscription level as long as the subscription 
level includes media content from the provider, e nab le d for a sign in that is 
relat e d to a f i rst subscript i on that i nc l ud e s a plural i ty of m e dia cont e nt prov i d e rs, 
and th e se lo ct o d f e atur e is disab le d for a sign i n that i s relat e d to a s e cond 
subscr i pt i on, wh e r e th e second subscr i ption i nc l ud e s at le ast on e m e dia cont e nt 
prov i d e r less than the p l ura li ty of media content provid e rs. 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the s e l e ct e d feature 
comprises a graphic equalizer. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the s e lect e d feature 
comprises a screen selection mode that permits a user to vary a screen size for a 
multimedia presentation. 
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42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the s ele ct e d feature does 
one of the following: reduces the number of advertisements included in the media 
content or omits the i s an abs e nce of or roduct i on i n advertisements. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, 

wherein requesting the media content from the provider includes signing in to 
a server of the provider and 

further comprising losing access to the feature while not signed in to the 
provider's server, t 

r e c e iv i ng an ind i cat i on that th e us e r has sign e d off from th e r e mote s e rv e r; 

an d 

disabling acc e ss to the s elo ct o d f e atur e in r e spons e to th e sign off. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein tbe-access to the softwar e 
feature is received contro lle d each time the media content is received, softwar e 
app l ication is launch e d. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein receiving access to the 
feature includes modifying the media player, e nabling th e s ele ct e d f e atur e in 
r e sponse to a succ e ssfu l sign in furth e r compris e s: 

r e c ei ving an indicat i on from th e s e rv e r that is prov i d e d i n r e spons e to th e sign 
in; and 

controll i ng th e enab l ing of th e s ele ct e d f e atur e i n r e spons e to th e indicat i on. 

46. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing a program 
that, when hav i ng stor e d th e r e on instruct i ons, wh i ch wh e n executed by a 
computer causes the computer to: proc e ssor p e rforms th e m e thod compr i s i ng: 

receive media content requested from a provider, provided that the reception 
of the content is included in a media subscription level obtained from the 
provider: and 
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receiving access to a feature of a media player that enhances the playback of 
the media content, provided that the access to the feature is included in 
the media subscription level. 

launching a softwar e a pp li cat i on with a subs e t of avai la b le f e atur e s e nab le d, 
wh e r ei n th e subset th e s ele ct e d f e ature is d i sabl e d; 

prompting a usor to sign i n to a serv e r via a network; and 

e nab li ng th e s ele ct e d f e atur e in r e spons e to a succ e ssful sign i n. 

47. Canceled 

48. (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 46, wherein the program 
causes the computer to receive the media content via th e n e twork is the Internet. 

49. Canceled 

50. (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 46, wherein the s ele ct e d 
feature includes i s-a graphic equalizer. 

51 . (Currently Amended) The medium method of claim 46, wherein the selected 
feature includes \ s-a screen selection mode that permits a user to vary a screen 
size for a multimedia presentation. 

52. (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 46, wherein the s ele ct e d 
feature doe s one of the following: reduces the number of advertisements 
included in the media content or omits the advertisements, i s an abs e nc e of 
adv e rt i s e m e nts. 

53. - 58. Canceled 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, S^- further comprising receiving a 
periodic payment to keep the user gualified to receive media content covered by 
the media subscription level, w h e r ei n th e cond i t i on i s a subscript i on to a s e rvic e 
that requ i res a por i odic paym e nt. 

60. - 62. Canceled 
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63. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, §2r-wherein the request from the 
user includes is^a-selecting on of a hyperlink that corresponds to the subscript i on 
media content. 

64. (Currently Amended) The A -method of claim 6, wherein, in response to the 
determination that the user does not qualify to receive the media content, 
sending the user an opportunity to purchase a media subscription level that 
would qualify the user to receive the requested media content, contro l ling 
p l ayback of mod i a content, the method compris i ng: 

r e c e iv i ng a r e qu e st for subscript i on m e d i a cont e nt; 

determin i ng whothor s i gn in information has boon provided that p e rm i ts 
acc e ss to th e subscr i ption m e d i a cont e nt; 

prov i ding a sign i n proc e ss in r e spons e to ah unsucc e ssfu l sign in such to 
e nab l e acc e ss to th e subscr i pt i on modia cont e nt; 

automatica ll y r e tri e v i ng th e subscr i ption m e dia cont e nt in respons e to a 
successfu l sign in; and 

automat i cally i nit i at i ng playback of th e subscript i on m e d i a cont e nt in response 
to th e succ e ssful sign in, w i thout r e c ei ving another r e qu e st for the 
subscription m o dia cont e nt. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ^^wherein the request from the 
user includes is-a-selecting efhof-a hyperlink that corresponds to the subscription 
media content. 

66. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 22, wherein, in response to the 
determination that the user does not qualify to receive the media content, the 
program further causes the computer to send the user an opportunity to obtain a 
media subscription level that would gualifv the user to receive the reguested 
media content, a comput e r r e adable m e dium hav i ng stored th e r e on instructions 
for control l ing p l ayback of m e d i a cont e nt, wh i ch wh e n e x e cut e d by a comput e r 
proc e ssor p e rform th e m e thod compr i sing: 

r e c ei v i ng a r e qu e st from a us e r for subscr i pt i on media cont e nt; 
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d e term i ning wh e th e r th e us e r has prov i d e d s i gn i n information that perm i ts 
acc e ss to th e subscr i ption m e dia cont e nt; 

providing a s i gn i n proc e ss upon i nd i cation of an unsucc e ssful sign in to 
e nabl e acc e ss to th e subscr i ption m e dia cont e nt; 

automatica ll y r e tr ie ving the subscr i pt i on mod i a cont e nt in respons e to a 
successful sign in; and 

automat i ca l ly i n i t i at i ng p l ayback of tho subscription media content i n response 
to th e succ e ssful sign in, without r e c e iving another request for tho 
subscr i pt i on media cont e nt. 

67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein, in response to the 
determination that the user does qualify to receive the media content, the 
program further causes the computer to initiate playback of the media content by 
the media player. 66, wh e r ei n th e r e qu e st from th e us e r i s a s ele ction of a 
hyp e r l ink that corresponds to the subscript i on m e dia cont e nt. 

68. (Currently Amended) A method of allocating subscription fees for media content, 
the method comprising: 

receiving from a user a subscription fee to allow the user to access media 
content from a plurality of media content providers; and 

providing a media content provider included in the plurality of content 
providers a portion of the subscription 4ifst-fee ; wherein the portion is 
determined by the number of times the user accesses the media content 
from the media content provider, to a m e d i a cont e nt provid e r i n r e spons e 
to a f i rst subscription from a f i rst user, wh e r e th e f i rst subscript i on inc l ud e s 
on l y a subscript i on of tho m e dia cont e nt prov i der, wh o r o th e m e dia 
cont e nt prov i der provid e s acc e ss to subscr i pt i on on l y cont e nt ov e r a 
computer n e twork; and 

prov i ding a s e cond f ee to th e media content provider i n respons e to a second 
subscr i pt i on from a s e cond us e r, wh e r e th e s e cond subscr i ption i nc l ud e s 
a plura li ty of subscript i ons to a p l ura li ty of m e dia cont e nt prov i ders that 
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i nc l udes the m e d i a cont e nt prov i d e r, wh o r e th e s e cond f oo i s d i ff e r e nt 
from th e first. 

69. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 81, §&-wherein the portion of the 
subscription s e cond fee from the second user is higher than the portion of the 
subscription fee from the other user, f i rst fee. 

70. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, wherein access to the media 
content is provided via th o comput e r n e twork is the Internet. 

71 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, wherein the media content is 
transmitted t h e comput e r n e twork transm i ts m e d i a cont e nt that i s in a packet 
format. 

72. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, wherein the portion of the 
subscription fast-fee is land th e s e cond f ee ar e provided to the media content 
provider electronically. 

73. Canceled 

74. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, 73r-wherein the media content 
comprises audio and video content. 

75. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, T ^r-wherein the media content is 
streamed over the internet, comput e r n e twork. 

76. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the feature includes a graphic equalizer. 

77. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the feature includes a screen selection 
mode that permits a user to vary a screen size for a multimedia presentation. 

78. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the feature includes doing one of the 
following: reducing the number of advertisements included in the media content 
or omitting the advertisements. 

79. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein determining whether or not the user 
qualifies to access the feature includes determining whether or not the user's 
media subscription level has expired. 
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80. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein determining whether or not the user 
qualifies to receive the media content includes determining whether or not the 
user's media subscription level has expired. 

81 . (New) The method of claim 68 further comprising: 

receiving from a second user a subscription fee to allow the second user to 
access media content from the media content provider; and 

providing the media content provider a portion of the subscription fee from the 
second user. 

82. (New) A method for allocating subscription fees for media content, the method 
comprising: 

receiving from a user a subscription fee to allow the user to access media 
content from a plurality of media content providers; and 

providing a media content provider included in the plurality of content 
providers a portion of the subscription fee; wherein the portion is 
determined by the number of users who have included the media content 
provider in their subscription plan. 

83. (New) The method of claim 82, wherein the media content comprises audio and 
video content. 

84. (New) The method of claim 82, wherein the media content is streamed over the 
internet. 

85. (New) The method of claim 82, further comprising: 

receiving from a second user a subscription fee to allow the second user to 
access media content from the media content provider; and 

providing the media content provider a portion of the subscription fee from the 
second user. 

86. (New) A method for allocating subscription fees for media content, the method 
comprising: 
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receiving from a user a subscription fee to allow the user to access media 
content from a plurality of media content providers; and 

providing a media content provider included in the plurality of content 
providers a portion of the subscription fee; wherein the portion is 
determined by the type of media content provided by the media content 
provider. 

87. (New) The method of claim 86, wherein the portion of the subscription fee 
provided to a media content provider for a weather report is less than the portion 
provided to a media content provider for a television show. 

88. (New) The method of claim 86, wherein the media content comprises audio and 
video content. 

89. (New) The method of claim 86, wherein the media content is streamed over the 
internet. 

90. (New) The method of claim 86, further comprising: 

receiving from a second user a subscription fee to allow the second user to 
access media content from the media content provider; and 

providing the media content provider a portion of the subscription fee from the 
second user. 
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